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Did you know National Pollinator Week is June 15-21?  
Arboretum to Install Demonstration 'Bee Lawn'  
 
What's Happening: The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum is installing a Bee Lawn as a 
demonstration area for homeowners interested in transitioning their existing lawns into 
pollinator-friendly, low-mow, low-input landscapes.  This is a joint project in partnership with 
the University of Minnesota Bee Lab.   
 
Public "field days" for viewing the lawn are planned for Thursday, July 16, and Saturday, July 
18. The Bee Lawn demonstration area is located on Three-Mile Drive just before the hydrangea 
collection. Parking is at the drive's Hedge Parking Lot.  
 
The Bee Lawn announcement is timely, with National Pollinator Week approaching soon 
(it is June 15-21 as designated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture).     
 
What are pollinators: Animals or insects that carry pollen from one plant to another.  
Examples include honeybees and native bees, butterflies, moths, wasps, flies, beetles, ants, bats 
and some birds. 
 
Importance of pollinators: Pollinators are essential to healthy ecosystems. They contribute the 
monetary equivalent of $24 billion annually to the U.S. economy. Globally, 87 of the leading 
115 food crops rely on animal or insect pollinator services (www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2014/06/20/fact-sheet-economic-challenge-posed-declining-pollinator-populations). 
 
Plight: Pollinators have suffered dramatic population declines in recent years, due to pesticide 
usage, lack of forage (monocultures and flower-free landscapes), parasitic mites, viral and 
bacterial diseases. 
 
Bee Lawn Goals: To develop simple, user-friendly ways for people to create a “pollinator 
paradise” at home.  The Bee Lawn will show different methods of incorporating flowers into 
existing grass that homeowners can replicate on their own lawns.  These methods include 
aeration, scalping, and "overseeding" with low maintenance grasses along with the flowers for 
pollinators.  Species incorporated into lawn include: white clover (Trifolium repens), wild thyme 
(Thymus serphyllum), and self heal (Prunella vulgaris). Additional flowers for pollinators such 
as coreopsis, wild mint, and aster will be added if space allows. 
 
The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, the largest public garden in the Upper Midwest and a premier 
northern arboretum, is part of the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences at the 
University of Minnesota and a community and national resource for horticultural and environmental 
information, research, and public education. It is located nine miles west of I-494 on Highway 5 in 
Chanhassen.  Admission is $12 for ages 13 & older; free for ages 12 & younger.  —END—  


